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Luther; he would never have given him up to
a Roman Inquisition. During Luther's stay
at the Wartburg he translated the New Testa-
ment. This was not for lack of German
Bibles; there is abundant proof that Scripture
was well known, preached and commented on
long before Wittenberg saw the friar among
its professors. He meant his New Testament
to serve as an appeal and a standard. It
became the type of High German literature;
it was a rival to the Vulgate and hung out
as the national flag of defiance.

While Luther lay in hiding, Leo X. died*
By an extraordinary turn the cardinals chose"^
a Fleming to be Pope, as the German Electors
had made one an Emperor. Adrian VI.,
Regent of Spain, was a noble but not attractive
person, who tried by individual effort to
reform Rome, and who acknowledged to the
Diet of Nuremberg that these frightful evils
had their origin at the Papal Court. But he
understood so little of the inward meaning
of Luther as to remark that no novice in
theology would have fallen into his errors.
The expression has a double edge. Granting
Catholic principles and Catholic logic, Adrian,
was fully justified. But Erasmus might"
have replied, " Holy Father, Lutheranism is